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I 1 Claims Nos.: 
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1 I Claims Nos.: 
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3. I 1 Claims Nos.: 

because they are dependent claims and are not drafted in accordance with the second and third sentences of Rule 
6.4(a). 
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3. I 1 As only some of the required additional search fees were timely paid by the applicant, this international search report 

covers only those claims for which fees were paid, specifically claims Nos.: 



4. No required additional search fees were timely paid by the applicant. Consequently, this international search report is 

restricted to the invention first mentioned in the claims; it is covered by claims Nos.: 

Remark on Protest 1 1 The additional search fees were accompanied by the applicant's protest and, where applicable, the 

payment of a protest fee. 

| 1 The additional search fees were accompanied by the applicant's protest but the applicable protest ■ 

fee was not paid within the time limit specified in the invitation. 
1 1 No protest accompanied the payment of additional search fees. 
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BOX III. OBSERVATIONS WHERE UNITY OF INVENTION IS LACKING 

This application contains the following inventions or groups of inventions which are not so linked as to form a 
single general inventive concept under PCT Rule 13.1. In order for all inventions to be examined, the 
appropriate additional examination fees must be paid. 

Group ), clalm(s) 1-48, 52-54, drawn to a method forgathering genetic information. 

Group II, claim(s) 49-51, drawn to a computer-readable database. 

Group III, claim(s) 55-73 drawn to a method for evaluating a compound. 

Group IV, claim(s) 74-93, drawn to a method for treating or preventing Alzheimer's Disease. 

Group V, claim(s) 94-107, drawn to method for evaluating a disorder. 

The inventions listed as Groups I and II do not relate to a single general inventive concept under PCT Rule 13.1 
because, under PCT Rule 13.2, they lack the same or corresponding special technical features for the following 
reasons: They are unified only by the identification of a nucleotide with in the coding region of the SIRT1 gene, 
which is well-known within the art. For example, Frye ("Characterization of five human cDNAs with homology to 
the yeast SIR2 gene: Sir2-like proteins (sirtuins) metabolize NAD and may have protein ADP-ribosyltransferase 
activity" Biochem. Biophys. Res. Commun. 260 (1), 273-279 (1999) discloses the identification of the coding 
sequence of the SIRT1 gene (Accession Number: NMJD12238). 

The identification of a nucleotide within the coding sequence of the SIRT1 gene cannot therefore be considered a 
special technical feature, as lack of unity rules hold that a feature known to a person of ordinary skill in the art 
makes no advance over the prior art. 

The expression "special technical feature" refers to those features that define a contribution which each of the 
claimed inventions, considered as a whole, makes over the prior art. Thus, a feature found in the prior art can 
not be considered to be a special technical feature. 
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